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‘‘Battle of Berlin” 


alarm? 


'{ WESTERN NERVOUSNESS THE CHIEF DANGER 


Reports of the May Day demonstrations in Berlin, prelude to others 
Planned for Whitsun and heralded in the Western Press as “an attack 
On Berlin from the East,” accurately bear out the views on the 
Situation foretold two weeks earlier by our Berlin correspondent, 
Heinz Kraschutzki, and printed below. 


Our correspondent was expelled from his post as a school-teacher In the 
Rastern sector for being insufficiently Marxist, and was later refused admittance 
Mto the USA on a lecture tour because he was a “ fellow traveller. 


In the May Day demonstrations the only reports of violence were attacks 
9 Eastern sector police by “Western Sector Hooligans” (News Chronicle, 2/5/50). 


tack on Western Berlin and perhaps the 
Western world is nearly certain. 

Military measures are in preparation and 
nervousness is such that I am afraid of 
what will be the mental condition of many 
people by Whitsun. 

l am chief educator of the Juvenile Prison 
of Western Berlin. We had already 7 boys 
from the East who had been arrested for 
distributing leaflets or something. I asked 
some of them whether they now felt like 
martyrs, They smiled and nodded. Now 
they are back in the East [’'m afraid many 
others will come to earn a martyr’s crown. 
since it is so easy. They were normal boys 
with little education, and we treated them 
well so as to lessen a little the burden of 
marytrdom, 


This is the beginning. We have already 
been asked how many our prison could take, 
and even how many policemen we should 
need to defend the prison in case of a mili- 
tary attack. I should not be surprised if 
We got a peneral and an order to dig 
trenches. 


Boundary incident 


There was a significant incident recently. 
In North Berlin there is a square belonging 
half to the Russian and half to the French 
Sector. Some 300 DJ (Free German 
Youth) youngsters were there demonstrat- 
ing against the West, on the Western side 
people were mocking the Easterners. Some 
youngsters tried to get to the Western side, 
and the police attacked them with rubber 
truncheons. A boy was reported to have 
hurt a policeman with a knife. 


Now among so many boys there are al- 
Ways some with a taste for adventure who 
do such things. Yet the incident was used 
by the Western Press as proof of the real 
intertions of the Peace and Freedom demon- 
strations: They have knives; Berlin is in 
immediate danger. 


| 
There may be more such incidents. In! 


‘view of the nervousness of Western police, | 
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‘PEACE NEWS 


THREEPENCE 


WE HAVE NEVER MADE 
A REAL PEACE OFFER 


=Lord Boyd Orr 


EARLY 2,000 people who gathered at Nottingham’s Albert Hall on 
April 25 at a meeting organised by the Crusade for World Govern- 
ment, heard Lord Beyd Orr solemnly warn: “ The decision before mankind 
is total war—with total destruction—or world government, which can 


prevent wars.” 


But even though you got world 
government, with a world “ police 
force”? and world law which must be 
obeyed and said, ‘‘ We will not go to 
war,” that was not sufficient. Per- 
manent peace could not be obtained 
by agreeing not to do things. 


“We want a positive, dynamic peace, 
peace with the co-operation of nations 
which will remove the cayses of war, make 
war obsolete—a peace in which nations 
will co-operate to create wealth from the 
benefit of all,” said Lord Boyd Orr. 


Where West has failed 


The Western Powers and others could go 
to Mr. Stalin with the suggestion that the 
present propaganda of hate and fear should 
stop and that the USSR should join in a 
great world food pact, an ecopomic pact, 
and a pooling of resources to bring peace, 
plenty and prosperity to all countries. 


“Some say Russia would not agree with 
that—but we have never made the offer,” 
said Lord Boyd Orr, adding—‘is our 
Government willing to give up sufficient of 
its sovereignty to join a world food pact?” 

Some nations were afraid to give up the 
least little bit of their national sovereignty, 
but national sovereignty of all nations 
meant world anarchy. 


“We must have some form 
government if our civilisation 
tinue,” said Lord Boyd Orr. 


of world 
is to con- 


Life or death choice 


Stuart Morris, PPU national secretary, 
said mankind today was passing under 
judgment, for was not the H-bomb the 
latest expression of the judgment which 
came upon those who, generation after 
generation and year after year, had 
acquiesced in the method of violence and 
war? 

“We ourselves are called upon to pass 
judgment and make our own judgment— 
and the choice between us is whether we 
are going to learn to live together or die 


together, The trouble is that it is so much 
easier to die together than it is to live 
together.” 


The fear which was stalking naked and 
unashamed was making people act un- 
reasonably and irrationally and causing 
them to hate one another rather than en- 
deavour to learn how in this worid, which 


THE REALITY 


ed 


Latest equipment for Arctic warfare supplied to the U.S. 
Army includes this monkey-like face mask. 


| 


was meant to be one, they could live 


together in peace and harmony. 
Must run risks for peace 


We all wanted peace—but how much 
sacrifice were we prepared to make for it? 
“Nobody hesitates to make sacrifices for 
war—why do we hesitate to run risks and 
make sacrifices in the cause of peace ?” 
asked the speaker. 


“War is not inevitable and the division 
of the world is not inevitable. We must not 
acquiesce in this suggestion that you can- 
not bridge the gap between East and West 
and think merely in terms of ‘Iron Cur- 
tains’ and Atlantic Pacts.” 


There was no doubt, said Stuart Morris, 
that world government was coming; the 
only question was whether it would be a 
world government of domination as a result 
of another war, or a world government of 
co-operation as a result of our being able 
to put into making peace the same energies 
and resourcefulness that in past years we 
had put into the waging of war. 


What Christians must decide 


Concluding by addressing himself solely 
to Christians, he said that the real issue 
which the H-bomb posed for them was not 
whether they should run the risk of perish- 
ing in an atomic war, but whether they 
could run the spiritual risk of losing their 
souls in an attempt to save their skins. 


Tremendous enthusiasm was shown at 
the meeting, over which the Provost of 
Southwell (the Very Rev. H. C. L. Hey- 
wood) presided, and after Mr. Henry 
Usborne, MP, had given details of the 
Crusade for World Government’s plans for 
a World Parliament, and announced that 
£50,000 was needed to finance elections to 
be held this year in the six Midland coun- 
ties of Notts, Derbys, Leics., Warwicks, 
Northants and Staffs., for the selection of 
the British delegates, over £700 was raised 
as the result of an appeal to the audience. 


LABOUR COUNCIL 
EXPELS PACIFIST 


BECAUSE he refused to accept the 

Labour Party ruling on voting for 
Civil Defence measures, Councillor Robert 
Beadle of East Ham, a Peace Pledge Union 


member, has been expelled from the Labour 
Party Group on the Kast Ham Council, 


_The councillor had been granted permis- 
sion, under the Party’s conscience clause, to 
abstain trom voting, but since he felt that 
mere abstention would prevent the public 
hearing of any opposition to war prepara- 
tions, he_ insisted on the right to vote 
against Civil Defence measures, 

After the Party Whip had been with- 
drawn from him, he issued the following 
statement to the Press: 


“ As freedom of speech, thought and con- 
sclence are dearer to me than being a 
Labour Councillor I accept this ruling, hav- 
ing the deep satisfaction of making my 
stand against the drift of war, and equally 
important, refusing to vote with the 
majority contrary to the principles I have 
held for many years. 


“Let the Party remember Keir Hardie 
and George Lansbury, and even the Prime 
«Minister Mr. Attlee who at the end of 
World War I was asked to take part in a 
Territorial Recruiting Campaign by the 
Mayor of Stepney and replied: 


“*T am not prepared to do anything in 
the matter. After four years of active ser- 
vice I have seen every ideal I fought for 
betrayed in the Paris Conference.’ 


“Today the Labour Party is less tolerant 
and will not have criticism or disagreement 
in public without marking the one respon- 
sible as a rebel, or a fellow traveller. 


“ Better for us to fail as a Party with 
our principles untarnished than hold power 
by blind loyalty, based on expediency. 


“At no time will I vote for something 
I know to be wrong. 


“If you prepare for war you get war, not 
peace.” 


It is likely that East Ham Labour Party 
will press for Councillor Beadle’s expulsion 
from the Labour Party although his witness 
as a pacifist has been consistent for many 
years. 
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POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Great Britain and abroad: Three monthe, 
4a. 4d.; six monthe, 88. 8d.; twelve 
months l6s. 6d. 


The Chairman’s 
Address 


ERA BRITTAIN’S address from 
the Chair to the PPU Annual 
General meeting last week-end was 
an excellent summary of the position 
of the pacifist movement at the 
present time. 


It gave a clear picture of how pacifism 
stands now in relation to the surrounding 
world ,and what are the particular prob- 
lems facing us. And the situation has con- 
siderably changed. 


We never did see much sense in the old 
platitude that history repeats itself, as if 
the human race did nothing but chase its 
own tail. We believe it is more true to say 
that similar situations recur with ever- 
changing significance and that if the same 
problems crop up it is only because they 
have not been settled and are demanding 
attention with all the greater urgency. 


* 


_ As Vera Brittain reminded us, the atti- 
tude of the world towards war has greatly 
changed in a generation, and the needs and 
purposes of pacifism have changed with it. 
The pacifist dialectic of 20 years ago is 
irrelevant today. At last mankind knows 
that war is evil and the discovery marks an 
epoch in human consciousness, 


What he now wants to know is how to do 
without it; nobody is telling him that. And 
it is this which puts a limit to the value of 
what. Vera Brittain called “the passive and 
negative aspects of war resistance” with 
which pacifism has so far been mainly 
bound up. It is this also which makes a 
challenge to pacifists perhaps more insistent 
than ever before, because the world is now, 
consciously or otherwise, more than ever 
ready to listen, and as she reminded us, 
“the time for success in the campaign 
against war may be nearer than we think.” 


It is easy to say that the situation calls 
for a new constructive and positive method 
of peace-making, but we don’t yet know 
what that means. One thing, however, we 
do know: jt means hard study. 


* 


It is here, perhaps, that the past year’s 
experiences may give some hope and en- 
couragement. Whether or not we noticed 
it at the time, a good deal has happened 
in the past 12 months which makes for 
our own enlightenment and indicates at 
jeast the beginnings of a new effort. 


The World Pacifist Meeting in India was 
not the source, but the fruit, of a renewed 
determination to discover the path to peace. 
And in its turn it has given a greater 
sense of unity as well as a new impetus to 
the study of our problems, which is re- 
flected in such hopeful developments as our 

» Steps to Peace Commissions. There is less 
reason today than there was a year ago, to 
talk about “frustration and lethargy.” 


* 


We are glad that the Chairman should 
have felt moved once again to stress that 
emphasis upon the importance of personal 
example and witness which was the key- 
note of her address a year ago. 


If in fact the repetition is, as she feared, 
“unpopular,” the fault is not hers. We 
believe her appeal to us all te become 
“saints” is likely to be not so much un- 
popular as incomprehensible, for it seems 
at first sound an impossible achievement. 
Yet the fact remains we cannot afford to 
aim at anything less, and the spread of the 
pacifist message depends as much upon that 
effort as upon anything else. 


The effort towards personal perfection 
is not an alternative to educational or poli- 
wieal action; the two efforts must go 
together, for there can be no collective pro- 
gress without the cumulative effect of indi- 
vidual examples. 


Pacifists must be respected as persons 
before pacifism will be listened to. Even 
the Gandhis of this world are not capable of 
leadership until they have first been 
through the arduous process of disciplin- 
ing themselves. 


IRENOUNCE WARAND I WIL! NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, Is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 


YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St, WCI 


1) eres SCOTT has gained an 
&% ally—no less an ally than the 
United States Government. 


As announced by the News Chronicle cor- 
respondent in Washington, America is to 
argue at The Hague on May 16 that the 
Allied Powers of the Versailles Treaty 
could legally deprive South Africa of the 
right to absorb, or indeed to administer, 
her Mandated territory of South-West 
Africa. This session of the Court of Inter- 
national Justice, summoned to hear the case 
which Michael Scott has prepared on behalf 
of the native tribes of South-West Africa, 
now becomes a doubly momentous event. 

The thoughts of every pacifist are with 
Michael Scott as he prepares for this test- 
ing day. It is a day without precedent, for 
never before has the plea of non-self- 
governing peoples against a sovereign state 
been heard by an international tribunal. 

As Michael Scott has pointed out, the 
racial crisis in Africa is of deep signifi- 
cance for all pacifists. The seeds of a 
terrible civil and international war are be- 
ing sown recklessly in South Africa by a 
Government which is trying to reduce a 
majority of its subjects to a state of virtual 
slavery. Now, while those seeds have only 
begun to germinate, is the opportunity for 
those who care for peace to try to exert a 
reconciling influence. And _ pacifists will 


| always remember that this was the front 


along which Gandhi’s non-violent move- 
ment conducted its first and most success- 
ful campaign. 


Opportunity for pacifist service? 


M ICHAEL SCOTT believes that there is 
4" yoom out there for a pacifist service 
team to try to draw black and white to- 
gether on a practical job of work for the 
benefit of the native population, Perhaps 
it could operate in the Protectorates, where 
the successful conduct of a token goodwill 
scheme might give the lead for the develop- 
ment of much-needed bigger schemes. 
Could pacifists join with others in an inter- 
national mission to study the racial prob- 


Jems at first-hand and make friends with 
both sides ? 

Opportunities for reconciliation, more- 
over, are not all at the further end of a 
6,000-mile air journey. There is the prob- 
lem on our doorstep of the Africans who 
have come to England in their thousands to 
study and work, and of how they can be be- 
friended. I hear that Landon members of 
the Society of Friends are at the moment 
considering one practical way of expressing 
the will to help—a £15,000 scheme for a 
students’ hostel in London at which coloured 
and white students cowld live together. It 
may be hoped that the discussions now going: 
on over this scheme may reach a successful 
conclusion. 


Skyscraper and submarine 

PLANS for an atomic-powered submarine, 
of which the prototype will cost 

America over £14,000,000, coincide rather 


HE purpose of this SPCK 

pamphlet* is to prepare the 
young Christian about to enter H.M. 
Forces as a conscript, for the difficul- 
ties, temptations and spiritual strains 
awaiting him. 

It contains much wise advice and practi- 
cal counsel and will undoubtedly have con- 
siderable value in helping any young 
Christian lad in facing those experiences of 
military life comprising bad language, 
bawdy talk, drink, sex irregularity, bore- 
dom, dodging the column and _ irresponsi- 
bility, which will be a severe test of his 
Christian character. 

It is almost incredible, however, that not 
a word should be said about the greatest 
conflict of all which the professing Chris- 
tian will find in the military forces, namely, 
the conflict between his Christian standards 
and principles and the whole purpose, 
methods and training of the fighting forces. 


* 


If war is openly denounced ‘by Church 
Councils as “ incompatible with the mind of 
Christ” and by the Bishops as “a_blas- 
phemy and an anachronism,” it is difficult 
to see how the immature, unlearned, simple 
Christian can allow himself to be trained 
for it without feeling an intolerable strain 
upon his conscience. Se 

He does feel the conflict and contradiction 
and we have reason to know that this 
spiritual strain and trauma works havoc 
with his Christian integrity and allegiance. 
The shock of this painful contradiction ac- 
counts for the falling-away from the Church 
of many young soldiers. Yet nothing is 
said inthe pamphlet to prepare the young 
disciple for the flat disobedience of His 
Master required of him, nor to give him 
some little help in the consequent dilemma. 

One can only marvel at the dulness of 
spiritual perception that permits the writer 
to recommend to the Christian soldier as 
hig most appropriate motto while in the 
Army, “In this sign conquer ”—the sign 
being the Cross. It is only because his 
country is not yet sufficiently Christian to 


| By C. B. Coles: Society for Promoting 


Christian Knowledge, 6d. 


By JOHN FRIEND 


oddly with the fifth birthday of the United 
Nations and the approaching completion of 
the UN skyscraper in New York. We may 
be thankful for the many major and minor 
UN successes of the past five years, of 
which that skyscraper is the symbol. But 
the quarrels of the Great Powers are among 
the credit entries on the UN balance sheet. 
As a result the world outlook has never 
been graver. 

So it is proposed by the U.S. Navy to 
experiment with a submarine powered by 
atomic energy ! One seems to remember 
having been told, not‘a great while ago, 
that atomic energy cannot be harnessed for 
transport purposes for many years to come. 
For peaceful purposes, that is. But for the 
purposes of destruction it is evidently a 
practical possibility, 

Such are the decisions being made today 
by men who honestly desire peace but are 
nevertheless content to let the world slide 
down the old slippery slope towards what- 
ever horrors are being prepared. 


The Czech appeal 


OW terribly deep are the rifts now 

between East and West may be realised 
through trying to estimate the chances of 
success of the Czechoslovak resolution call- 
ing on the Parliaments of the world to take 
“a decisive stand against war prepara- 
tions ” and persuade their Governments to 
conclude a general peace pact. Every 
clause in the resolution will be resented, by 
those to whom it is addressed, as “ propa- 
ganda.” Will there be voices to proclaim 
that, propaganda or no, such an appeal 
must not be ignored ? 


County Council bans COs. 


Jpistu RBING news comes from Cheshire 
_of the County Council’s decision to 

maintain, apparently indefinitely, its ban on 

employment of conscientious objectors. 

In war time such policies, though we 
pacifists consider them to have been un- 
just, cow:d in some sort be defended, though 
not very convincingly, as operating to pre- 
vent COs from benefiting at the expense of 
those called up. It was a harsh and unfair 
policy, but there were arguments of a kind 
on its side. It is a very different matter 
to persist in such courses in peace time. 
This was always a policy of victimisation, 
but by being persisted in becomes a witch 
hunt. 

Cheshire County Council has doubtless 
considered that its action will influence 
other employers to act in the same sense. 
It is using its authority to narrow the 
chances of employment for those whose 
fault is that they have exerted the right of 
moral judgment on the most important 
question of our time. 

The ban has been in force since July, 
1940, when the Staffing and Salaries Com- 
mittee recommended the Council “to ter- 
minate the appointments of all COs now in 
the service of the Council.” Ten years 
later, and five years after the war, this 
decision is still being interpreted as ex- 


By CLAUD COLTMAN 


One of the most active of the many 
churchmen working for the abolition of 
military conscription, the Rev. Claud 
Coltman of Weigh House Church, Lon- 
don, is Chairman of the London Branch 
of the No Conscription Council and of tke 
Congregational Pacifist Crusade. 


dare to conquer by the Cross alone that the 
unfortunate and bewildered lad is in the 
Army at all. A more inappropriate and 
mocking “motto” could hardly have been 
suggested. “ Endure hardship as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ” would at least have 
meant something. 


* 


It is an idyllic picture the pamphlet gives, 
of the young conscript, the day before he 
joins up, going to early Communion “to 
offer to God all he is about to do,” but it is 
utterly unrealistic. The age has long gone 
by when the young knight-to-be could spend 
the previous hours in holy vigil before the 
altar. For now he fares forth, not to res- 
cue women, the weak and the defenceless 
from a fiery dragon, but to pour down fire, 
and worse, upon the heads of mass-popula- 
tions. 

If he intends to fly in a bomber, he cannot 
but wonder how his uranium or hydrogen 
bomb, this “crescendo of evil” as ‘the 
World ‘Council of Churches calls it, can be 
honestly “offered to God.” : 

But—the pity and tragedy of it—the 
writer’s words are all too true when he 
says, ‘“‘as the days pass you will begin to 
find that you are fitting into the pattern of 
life more easily.” The pattern of life. Yes 
—but whose? Christ’s or Mars’? 

The number of young Christians who 
enter the armed forces as earnest Church- 
goers, but show a stubborn reluctance to 
resume attendance after leaving, hardly 
bears out the optimism of the pamphlet 
when it says “your spiritual life can be 
tremendously strengthened ” and, “you will 
return to civilian life better in every way 
than when you went in.” Nor would the 
general verdict of those who have to do 
with men coming out of the forces be that, 
“it is certain that National Service is 
going to add quite a lot to our character.” 


Commentary 
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cluding any man who has at any time JUNC 


registered as a CO from employment by tne 


Council. 


Although both the Staffing and Salaries 


ILP CON 
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Committee and the Education Committ WE of tl 
had recommended that the resolution shou Municipal 
be rescinded, the General Purposes CO™ Fitesteg by 
mittee rejected these recommendatiot Bia, p, ny 
A correspondent in Cheshire writes: i afte in: 
makes one sick at heart to hear of te 

bitterness shown by those who should be ft p 


enlightened men and women.” 


The mattey_arose on the recommendatiol 
of the governors of Sale County Gramm 


School that a 25-year-old Quaker, Mr. Ww. 


Nicholsoy,-who had been registered a8 s 
CO and worked on the land for three yea™ 


be appointed as science master. 


There were only three candidates for We 


post, and, at the meeting of the Educailt 
Executive, his application was supported Y 


the chairman of the Staffing Committe (7 


Alderman G. F, Gordon, who said: “ tea 
‘re 


the only suitable one because he is a sclet 
teacher, A great majority of people he 
ing seience degrees go into industry 
better pay is offered there.” 


East German Churches’ stand 


TS‘HE uncomprising stand of the Christiat 

Churches in East Germany again® 
State domination is one of the most impre’ 
sive things of which | have read in the PAS 
few days. Both Catholics and Evangel 


cals have declared that they can hee 

silence no longer. 
An Evangelical pastoral letter wis 
mer 


issued as a result of an increasng num® 
ot protests by church members agai” 
coercion by the State. It declared its bee 
gorical support of all its members, appeal 
to all believers to profess themselves firm 
Christians whenever their religion > 
attacked, but added that Chureh mem 
must never join in acts of violence. 


pers 


Youth in uniform 


GIR HARTLEY SHAWCROSS’S suge®™ 
tion of “a uniformed youth organi 
” enrolled for the social service of \” 

delif 
n oul 
the 
to 


the 
tate 


tion 
nation and for combatting juvenile 
quency has not unnaturally caused a 
cry of “ Hitler Youth!” 

I consider it would be disastrous for 
State, through the police or otherwiS¢ 
make any such attempt to harness, 
energy of youth for even the best of 5 
purposes. ning 

But at the same time there was sometht 
valuable in his remarks. It is perfeC 
true that if you want to stop the Dead-}! a 
Kids from graduating into gangsters 
must find something better for them to in 
Direct official action would be quite try 
appropriate, though what the State can 7. 
to do is to remove some tof the root ca wide 
of crime and delinquency, which ine od 
bad housing and wars. But the situa’ 9 
calls for a lot more unofficial action. em 


peoples 


* 


e 
The writer is on surer ground when ti 
says, “ You will be almost certain ° am? 
that only a fraction of those in the, Cre 
attend any of the services ” of the 
But he does not ponder why. 


* 


in 

With such glaring omissions in the Pane 
phlet it is, perhaps, less surprising th? age 
Society for Promoting Christian Know rip! 
is careful not to let the young COM | ‘pe 
know that he has a legal right not athed 
in the Forces at all. Not a word is ae i 
about his freedom to hold and mad for 
conscientious objection to being trained of 


what is so “incompatible with the ™™" tne 
Christ:” a freedom won for, him ri 
courage, suffering, faithfulness 2” a oth 
fices of thousands of young ME" thet 
Christian and otherwise, who chose evil 
to learn of Christ how to overcO™ 4 .tin 
with good than to endure what ath he 
guished Army instructor calls 3 pane 


Anvil (April, 1949), “months of 


schooling. as 


THANK YoU ah 


‘ous # 
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AMERICAN WOMAN’S APPEAL TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN 


The Cry of the Children: 
Give us peace 


J) betray of leaflets bearing the picture shown below are being 
distributed in the USA by Rebecca Winsor Evans of Radnor, Penn- 
sylvania in an attempt to rouse the conscience of the people to the effect 


of war on children. 

Headed ‘“‘ The Cry of the Child- 
ren: Give us Peace,” the leaflet 
says: 

When the older generation looks at 
the world to-day and sees the horrors 
and suffering that war has brought to 
helpless babies and little children, 
they should bow their heads in shame 
and sorrow. 

Those who support war must share 
with the men in uniform the guilt of 
killing and maiming countless num- 
bers of children, and causing them to 
be homeless, emaciated with hunger, 
blind, without legs and arms, their 
little bodies and minds ruined beyond 
repair. 

It is almost impossible to visualise 
their anguish and bewilderment know- 
ing not who were their parents or 
their names or where their homes 
were. 

As witnesses report: “The worst 
thing of all is to look into the eyes of 
the children who cannot understand 
the background of all this and the 
reason for their suffering; ” 

“Millions of children—abandoned, 
lost, confused, still march in armies of 
their own in all war areas. Gutter 
life and forest dug-outs are homes to 
them.” 

No matter what happiness. the 
future may bring to them, the long 
shadow of their terrible past will 
alivays cross their paths. 


The question arises: How can any- 
one approve of such an institution as 
war, which ruins these young lives? 
We call upon those who are opposed 
to it to endorse the following programme: 


We, who love little children, believe 
that war is an inhuman, uncivilised and 
obsolete method of settling international 
disputes. Therefore, we demand that 


I. All nations shall immediately and 
totally disarm by sea, land and air, 
and shall outlaw the Atomic bomb; 
and to this end, President Truman 
shall call at once an International 
Conference of ALL nations. 


II. Conscription shall be abolished and 
American youth shall be taught, not 
how to kill their fellow-men, but to 
cultivate friendly relations with all 
peoples, 


III. The campaign of hate against 
Russia shall cease forthwith and a 


HULL PACIFISTS’ LEAD IN 
FORMING FEACE COUNCIL 


ATEMBERS of Hull group have been 
actively engaged recently in assisting 
the formation of a Hui] Peace Council. 
At a first meeting of individuals known 
to be especially concerned with this project 
members of the PPU met members of other 
bodies including the Fellowship of Recon- 


ciliation, Society of Friends, Anglican Paci- | 


fist Fellowship, Methodist Peace Fellowship, 
the Trades Council and the Free Church 
Council to receive a deputation in an en- 
deavour to promote the scheme in a wider 
sphere. 


The former invited the deputation at 
once and Leonard Bird (PPU), Clarrie 
Land (FoR), and Violet Mitchell (PPU) 
were given a sympathetic and enthusiastic 
hearing. This was implemented by the 
election of seven mentbers to form with éhe 
deputation an ad hoc committee. 


The way was now clear for an appeal on 
a wider basis and at a meeting attended by 
representatives of various bodies sympa- 
thetic to the idea it was formally decided 
to form a Hull Peace Council. The ad hoc 
chairman expressed his wish not to con- 
tinue in office and Leonard Bird of 36 
George Street, Hull, a member of the PPU 
National Council, was invited to act in this 
capacity. Violet Mitchell was elected one 
of the joint secretaries and a committee 
with pacifist and non-pacifist members was 
formed. 

The hope was expressed that a_ public 
rally should be held at an early date to 
awaken the public to the urgency and im- 
portance of the situation. 


Holidays Abroad 


'THOSE who believe that peaceableness is 

engendered ‘by spending holidays 
abroad and meeting the people of other 
countries are being given many opportuni- 
ties of arranging their visits cheaply and 
easily. One of the most active organisa- 
tions in this field is the International 
Friendship League Which, in addition to a 
number of centres in Great Britain, has 
this year 29 centres in twelve European 
countries. The cost of a two-weeks visit 
including return fare from London, ac- 
commodation and food, ranges from sixteen 
to thirty pounds. A request, with stamps to 
cover postage, will bring a forty-four page 
booklet giving full details from IFL, 3 
Cromwell] Road, South Kensington, S.W.1. 


World Wide Photos, Inc. 


fund shall be raised in order to send 
to Russian children food, medicine 
and clothing. This shall be known as 
“The Friendship Fund ” and will be 
eae of peace and good- 
Will, 


Thus a world will be founded on love and 
the brotherhood of man giving to the child- 
ren of the future the peace, security and 
happiness which we have denied to the 
children of the past. 


Recipients of the leaflet are urged to send 
it to President Truman, The White House, 
Washington, D.C. with a short letter urg- 
ing him to call immediately upon Congress 
to put the programme into effect. 


Israeli war resisters 
report plight of Arabs 


MPHE Arab populations have been expelled | 


from their villages on the borders, re- 
port the Israeli section of the War Resis- 
ters’ International, 


In the villages to which the Arabs are 
transferred they are treated as refugees 
and refused permission to work. 


A summary of the information on the 
plight of the Arabs received by WRI head- 
quarters from Israeli states: 


Working conditions for the Arab population 
in general are very bad. Many are offi- 
cially prevented from working more than 
6-8 days a year. Arab officers of the 
Mandatory Government are allowed to 
stay only if they did not leave their posts 
even in times of great danger. Heavy 
restrictions on free movement also pre- 


vent Arab inhabitants of Israel from 
travelling in search of work. 
Medical assistance is inadequate. One 


Arab doctor appointed by the Govern- 
ment has charge of twenty-four villages 
and his only means of travel is a Jeep 
placed at his disposal by Quakers in Acre, 


Relief work for clothing, food and shelter, 
is being carried out by the Baptist Mis- 
sion, the Quakers, the Jewish Society for 
Human Service, the International Red 
Cross and United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund. This relief 
work often spreads beyond the boundaries 
of Israel. 


Return to their families is now permitted 
by the Israeli Government to some un- 
married girls of all age groups and also 
to boys up to 15. Those thus repatriated 
have, however, some difficulty in obtaining 
food rations. 


—WRI News Service 


WORLD NEWS 


GERMANY: According to Press reports 
the total number of persons to be considered 
victims of war in the Western Zone and 
needing to be cared for by the State is 
3,685,000, About 756,000 partially disabled 
and 864,000 totally disabled persons have so 
far been listed. The number of war widows 
and widowers total 656,000. 1,225,000 
children have lost one parent, 62,000 are 
full orphans. 


AUSTRIA: A group of 14 “ Pick-and-shovel 
peacemakers from the International Volun- 
tary Service for Peace, have finished work 
at Ober-Lanzendorf where they have been 
tidying up a site which formed part of a 


May 5, 1950, PEACE NEWS—3 


WAR RESISTER 

FACES THIRD 

PRISON SENTENCE 
“Cat and Mouse” in the USA 


N a letter to the US Attorney-General, J. 

Howard ‘McGrath, the War Resisters’ 
League of New York last week asked that 
the Department of Justice drop the prose- 
cution of Amos Brokaw, 25, of Muncie, 
Indiana, a conscientious objector who has 
already served two prison terms because of 
his conscientious objection to war. Brokaw, 
the father ef three children, is now faced 
with a third prosecution because he has 
refused to fill out a questionnaire sent to 
him by the local draft (National Service) 
board. 


In September, 1948, along with several 
hundred other young men, Brokaw refused 
to register for peacetime conscription, For 
this offence he was sentenced to a prison 
term from which he was released in Novem- 
ber, 1949. 


Like other imprisoned, non-registrant 
conscientious objectors, Brokaw was regis- 
tered by prison authorities before his re- 
lease, and the local draft board eventually 
sent him a questionnaire. Being involun- 
tarily registered, Brokaw refused to fill in 
the questionnaire. The draft board turned 
over his name to the United States Attor- 
ney for prosecution, the case being reported 
in the Muncie “ Evening Press” for April 
11. This was the first “cat-and-mouse” 
prosecution under the 1948 draft act. 


In its letter to the Attorney-General, the 
War Resisters’ League, of which Brokaw is 
a member, asked the Department of Justice 
to “consider closely the dangers in this 
‘cat-and-mouse’ procedure of repeated 
prosecutions, which, if carried out to logical 
conclusions, means one imprisonment follow- 
ing another for young men of deep moral 
and religious convictions.” 


The League charged that “ The difference 
between this process and double jeopardy is 
only a technical legal one; in reality, young 
men would be repeatedly imprisoned for 
essentially the same reason: a conscientious 
refusal to submit to conscription and war 
training. This, of course, raises basic 
problems of the right to believe and prac- 
tice one’s religious and conscientious be- 
liefs.” Their letter urged the Department 
of Justice to refrain from such prosecutions. 


Brokaw had served a sentence in 1946 
when he was still held in labour camp as 
a conscientious objector during the second 
world war. 


“HEAR OUR PLAN” 
APPEAL TO 
FOREIGN SECRETARIES 


From World Gov’t supporters 


MPHE Foreign Secretaries of the Atlantic 
Pact countries who are meeting in Lon- 
don this month have been asked in a letter 
sent to Mr. Acheson, Mr. Bevin, M. Schu- 
man and Count Sforza, to receive a deputa- 
tion of World Government supporters. 


The letter, signed by Mr. Fyke Farmer 
on behalf of the People’s World Convention 
Organising Committee, asks the Foreign 
Secretaries “to make provision on your 
Agenda for the presentation of the plan of 
the People’s World Convention. In_har- 
mony with the assurance of President 
Truman and other leading statesmen that 
every avenue to peace will be explored, we 
are confident that you will grant our re- 
quest and receive us with sympathy.” 


The letter points out that by the time 
the meeting takes place it is expected that 
Gills will have been presented to the 
Parliaments of France, Belgium, Italy, 
Holland, Denmark and Sweden to provide 
for the election in those countries of dele- 
gates to the People’s World Convention. 


Ultimate aim of the signatories to the 
letter is the election of a world parliament 
based on one representative for every 
million people. 


They end “Defence”? myth 


The Ministry of National Defence has 
been renamed “ The Ministry of the Armed 
Farees of the Rumanian People’s Repub- 
lic,” according to a recent Agerpress report. 


concentration camp during the war and is 
now a home for difficult girls (14-18 years). 
The site is now ready for fruit trees and 
vegetable growing. In a “children’s village” 
in the Tyrol volunteers have prepared the 
foundations for a house to accommodate 
6-8 refugee children. 

IN D IA : Santiniketan, Rabindranath 
Tagore’s International University, will be 
on the air, through the Calcutta Station of 
All India Radio, on May 8, the birthday of 
India’s great poet. The broadcasts will be 
the first from permanent broadcasting 


studios recently erected at the University 
for frequent use. i 
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THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION’S 


ERA BRITTAIN, elected to a second term of chair- 
manship of the Peace Pledge Union, opened the 
Thirteenth Annual General Meeting in the Beaver Hall, London 
last Saturday with a welcome to members and delegates from 


all parts of Britain. 


The names of the newly elected National Council for 1950-51 (given below) were then 
announced by the General Secretary, STUART MORRIS, who also reported that DAME SYBIL 
THORNDIKE and EMRYS HUGHES, MP, had been elected Joint Hon. Treasurers. 


He was also happy to announce ,he said, that CORDER CATCHPOOL had accepted the . 
invitation to be one of the sponsors of the PPU. 
invaluable service to the pacifist cause, his personal influence and example, and his work as 
English Quaker representative at the Berlin centre of the Society of Friends for many years 
between the wars, this announcement was received with great enthusiasm. 


Vera Brittain’s address then followed. 


THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS 


INCE we met in this hall a year 
ago, two outstanding events—or 
rather, two series of events—have 
shaken the pacifist movement to its 
depths. We have been stirred in the 
one instance by grief, and in the 
other by hope. 

Just now we stood in silence to honour 
the memory of our great war-time Chair- 
man, Alex Wood, and of other colleagues. 
At the last Annual General Meeting in this 
place, Maud Rowntree made a speech as 
Treasurer which was both practical and 
moving, and a letter was read from George 
Ll. Davies wishing me well as his succes- 
sor in the Chair. Today we mourn the loss 
of both these friends, and also that of one 
of our first and most loyal sponsors, 
Runham Brown. 

Never has the pacifist movement, and our 
own organisation in particular, suffered so 
overwhelming a series of blows in so short 
a time. Inevitably one is reminded of 
Wordsworth’s mournful lines in his 
threnody on the death of James Hogg: 


Like clouds that rake the mountain- 


summits, 
Or waves that own no curbing hand, 
How fast hag brother followed 
brother 


From sunshine to the sunless land. 

But those who have departed would not 
have wished us to remain in a mood of 
lamentation. The memory of them recalls 
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to me another poet and another poem; the 
lines from Shelley’s Adonais, written in 
memory of John Keats, with which some 
years ago I concluded my own Testament 
of Friendship—and perhaps we may make 
it our testament of friendship to those who 
have gone: 


The splendours of the firmament of 


time 

May be eclipsed but are extinguished 
not; 

Like stars to their appointed height 
they climb, 

And death is a low mist that cannot 
blot 


The brightness it may veil. 


The lives and the work of our friends can 
never be extinguished, and their loss is a 
challenge to us to be more effective our- 
selves. Their place knows them no more, 
but from some other sphere of being they 
summon us to be less timid, less divided, 
more constructive and more courageous. 
They would wish us to be constructive and 
courageous enough to accept another and a 
different challenge—the great call to 
action which has come to us from the World 
Pacifist Meeting in India. 


The World Pacifist Meeting 


That Conference, held in memory of the 
man described by John Haynes Holmes as 
the greatest since Jesus Christ, is the 
second outstanding event of the past 12 
months. The legacy of suggestions and 
recommendations that it gave us is big 
enough, and significant enough, to keep the 
pacifist movement busy for years with 
satisfying work—work that is capable of 
blowing away like a refreshing wind the 
miasma of scepticism, disillusionment and 
inertia which has paralysed the peace 
movement since the war. The World Paci- 
fist Meeting called on us to substitute 
faith for scepticism, hope for disillusion- 
ment, energy for inertia. 


Let me remind you again of the con- 
crete suggestions given to us. First, be- 
cause it seems the most likely to be imple- 
mented in the near future, comes the idea 
of Peace Armies, or Peace Units, which in 
several different countries, and in accor- 
dance with the special requirements of 
their own backgrounds, would train them- 
selves to give continual service to the com- 
munity in peace time, and prepare for war, 
should it come, by the study and practice of 
special non-violent techniques. 


Since my return from India, I have 
drafted a preliminary scheme for the es- 
tablishment of a Peace Unit here which 
has been studied and discussed by the paci- 
fist movement in general and our own Non- 
violence Commission in particular. I will 
not detain you now with further particulars 
of this scheme, as I expect that the Non- 
violence Commission will refer to it when 
they give their Report tomorrow. 

Other recommendations made by the 
World Pacifist Meeting include, secondly, 
the special! study by ad hoc commissions of 
areas or potential areas of conflict with the 
idea of discovering openings for reconcilia- 
tion or for mediation missions. Thirdly 
comes the construction of schemes for tack- 
ling racial discrimination. in those areas, 
such as South Africa and the Southern 
States of America, where it is still an out- 
standing example of human failure, and the 
possible use of Peace Units to co-operate 
with such pioneers in this field as Michael 
Scotts 


Fourthly, we are asked to help in 
developing a considered and _ consistent 
policy in relation to Communist peace 
propaganda, and similar propaganda 
where peace is not an end in itself but 
merely part of the means used by a parti- 
cular group for a special purpose. 


Other suggestions for practical action 


In view of Corder Catchpool’s long and 


include the forms of help which could be 
given by the world pacifist movement to 
war resisters still imprisoned in any part 
of the world; and the institution of periodic 
national conferences, again something rather 
new, between writers and other artists re- 
garding the best methods of embodying in 
their work, not “ peace propaganda,” but 
the fundamental philosophy and ideals upon 
which pacifism is based. I am one of the 
people who try to do this. 

Finally come two long-term objectives: 
a study of Gandhi’s Basic Education policy, 
with the idea of discovering how far his 
Constructive Programme for the social and 
economic transformation of society can be 
applied to countries other than India; and 
finally the promotion of understanding be- 
tween peoples in terms of the values em- 
bodied in the great World Religions, which 
we who attempt to practise one or the other 
of them are asked to study and compare. 

Here Vera Brittain reminded the meet- 
ing of the teaching of Gandhi: that no one 
religion was superior to any other, since 
all were expressions of Man’s search for 
God. 

The World Pacifist Meeting, she con- 
tinued, in India gave expression to this 
teaching. While there were, it is true, one 
or two delgates who wished to press the 
view that Christianity was superior to all 
other religions, the Meeting as a whole gave 
equal recognition to all, and at its special 
Xmas Day service included readings from 
the sacred books of the Christian, Buddhist, 
Moslem and Hindu faiths. 


Peace Units 


The first item in this huge programme is, 
as | said, the establishment of Peace Units. 
It would be a tragedy if our movement, and 
the other pacifist movements, were to be 
deterred by the difficulties (such as the 
administrative and financial difficulties) of 
this scheme instead of realising its immense 
possibilities and its power, as an idea to 
rescue us from our lethargy and give us a 
real job to do. 

Objections have been raised to the Peace 
Army project on the grounds that the Peace 
Army could only do what the PPU_ was 
already doing. This she felt was a mis- 
taken view: there were certain specialised 
jobs which could not be undertaken by the 
movement as a whole. The function of the 
Peace Army, she felt, was four fold. 

1. To study and apply, if required, civil 
disobedience. 

2. To take definite training in 
violent resistance to war. 

8. Reconciliation Units. 

4. Social service, especially in such areas 
as the Docks and the Mines, where social 
conditions were a constant cause of friction. 


non- 


Training for readiness 


Part of our obligation as pacifists is to 
be conscious citizens, and to teach ourselves 
to perceive when the time for something is 
ripe. Maude Royden’s idea of a Peace 
Army (which Dick Sheppard also had) to 
stand between the Japanese and Chinese 
armies in 1932 was abortive partly because 
the technique of non-violence was only in 
its infancy, but also because the whole idea 
of pacifism was then bound up with the 
passive and negative aspectS of war re- 
sistance. Today the technique of non- 
violence has not only been developed and 
studied, but in India has achieved a great 
political objective. Today too we know that 
war-resistance remains ineffective until it 
is combined with the conscious and con- 
structive building of peace. 

The World Pacifist Meeting challenges us 
all to be ready for our final effort against 
war when the moment comes—as it came 
for Gandhi when the uvheavals caused by 
two wars produced conditions in which his 
revolution could succeed; as it came here 
in the 17th century when the lengths to 
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| NE the adoption of the Dick Shep- 


pard House Library Report, Stuart Morris 
announced that the section containing the 
books which had belonged to the late 
Chairman of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, H. Runham Brown, and had been 
presented to the library by his daughters, 
were now catalogued and shelved in a 
special section. Warm appreciation was 
expressed to Dr. A. K. Jameson for his 
work as voluntary librarian. 

In answer to a question on the work in 
Spain raised when the WRI report was 
moved by Harold F. Bing, it was stated 
that because of the danger to which mem- 
bers of the War Resisters’ International in 
Spain were still exposed, it was not pos- 
sible to give any report on activities in that 
country. The meeting was told, however, 
that two young conscientious objectors who 
were in danger of being shot had been got 
out of the country by the WRI’s interna- 
national headquarters. 


Peace News 


There was prolonged and loud applause 
when Bernard Boothroyd, Editor of Peace 
News, mounted the platform to present the 
report of Peace News Ltd. ‘The appeal 
which he made for a special effort to main- 
tain the 8-page PN appears on page 7. 

Eric Tucker, Secretary of the Friends’ 
Peace Committee stressed the importance 
which he attached to PN and said he was 
doing everything possible to bring home to 
members of the Society of Friends the need 
for supporting the paper. 

Grace Beaton, International Secretary of 
the War Resisters’ International, also paid 
tribute to the great value of the paper. 
She had had numerous letters from abroad 
giving evidence of the paper’s value as 
a link between the world’s war resisters. 

After John Burnet, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee during the past year, 
had moved the adoption of the accounts, 
Stuart Morris introduced the Estimate of 
Expenditure for the year 1950-1 which was 
approved by the AGM. It called for an 
income of £5,000. 


Commission Reports 


JSOLLOWING a short meeting for 

worship, the Sunday session of the 
Annual General Meeting opened with the 
first of the reports from the Commission 
set up at the Steps to Peace Conference in 
November last year. 


ARTS & LETTERS 


The Arts and Letters Commission, 
Douglas Clark told the AGM, were hoping 
to arrange a meeting of pacifists prominent 
in the realms of art. One of the members 
of the Commission, Dr. A. K. Jameson, had 
discovered an early Spanish peace play 
which he was translating and which the 
group hoped to read and possibly produce. 

From the floor an appeal was made for 
artists to give increased support for the 
work of peace. 


SOCIAL ORDER 


Frank Dawtry’s report on the Social 
Order Commission, which was amusingly 
deiivered (he regretted they had not pro- 
duced a new social order in time tor the 
AGM), showed, however, that the Commis- 
sion was in earnest in attempting to ham- 
mer out a long term policy. 

Plans had been made tor a Week-end 
school from June 3-4 at ‘he Priory, 
Leatherhead, Surrey. Wilfred Wellock will 
be attending the conference specifically to 
answer questions and to reply to prepared 
papers—some of which would critically 
examine what many pacifists called ‘the 
Wellock policy.” ‘ 

“This policy doesn’t mean getting back 
to woad and living in caves, although we 
may be doing that in the near future if the 
nations,carry on as they are doing at pre- 
sent,” said Frank Dawtry, in answer to a 
questioner who wanted to know whether 
the Commission would be recommending a 
“simple life” that precluded the use of all 
industrial products and machinery. ; 

“1 understand that Wilfred Wellock in- 
tends to come to the Leatherhead con- 
ference by train,” said Frank Dawtry amid 
loud laughter. 


POLITICS 


Frank Hancock introduced the report of 
the Politics Commission which asked the 
PPU to launch a petition calling upon the 
Security Council of UN ‘to convene a Con- 
ference for World Disarmament and the 
complete abolition of war.” : 

Bernard Rushton, speaking in support of 
the petition, urged that it was the job of 
the Peace Pledge Union to give a lead to 
the people of Britain. The present day in- 
ternational situation was so serious that 
an incident such as the recent disappear- 
ance of an American plane in North East 
Europe might easily lead to a third world 
war. . 

“An out and out attack against war is 
our principle job,” he declared. “ There is 
no hope of Labour Party policy leading us 
away from a third world war. We must 
make every attempt to get our message 
over to the world.” 

Other views expressed from the floor 
were that the influence of the permanent 
officials in the Foreign Office represented a 
danger to peace as contributing to a con- 
tinuity of Foreign Policy; that it was doubt- 
ful if an appeal to the Security Council 
would be effective since it was subordinate 
o the heads of states; that it was falla- 
fous to think there was a large body of 


opinion expressing the views which would 
be put in the petition. 

Audrey Jupp asked for more support for 
those Labour MPs and candidates who were 
known to be opposed to Mr. Bevin’s foreign 
policy. Lack ot that support, she contended, 
had brought about the defeat of 28 “ anti- 
Bevin” Labour candidates at the General 
Election. 

She contended that it was not true to 
say that Britain was entirely in the 
pocket of the USA. Britain could and did 
act independently of the U.S., instancing 
the recognition by Britain of the govern- 
ment in China independently of the USA. 

Mollie Barlex, speaking as an _ active 
worker in the Labour Party felt that paci- 
fists could exert a great deal of influence 
within the Party and could win support 
from within it for a petition which would 
give people an opportunity to show their 
opposition to Britain’s policy. 

Hugh Brock, Assistant Editor of Peace 
News, stressed the importance of working 
within the Labour Party and asked for sup- 
port for a PPU petition since many forms 
of public witness were necessary if a wide 
circle of people were to be introduced to 
pacifism. 

From the platform, Stuart Morris moved 
the reference back of the Report after hav- 
ing pointed out that a petition organised 
by the Communist-sponsored British Peace 
Committee was already being circulated and 
that another petition was likely to be or- 
ganised by the Crusade for World 
Government. 

After the reference back had been de- 
feated, the report was passed—on a second 
vote— by 164 votes to 69 against. Since 
the PPU constitution states that ‘“ No 
policy motion discussed at AGM shall be 
regarded as being the official policy of the 
Union unless it is endorsed by three- 
quarters of those present and voting,” 
General Secretary declared the report not 
adopted by the Union. 


RELIGION 


The report of the Commission on Religion 
followed, read by Jack Coleman. In it were 
five recommendations to the AGM: 

1. A group should be set up for the study 
of Comparative Religions with a view 
to co-ordinating the activities of all 
religious people for peace-making; 

2. Pax Christi should be considered by the 
PPU as one of its religious focal points; 

3. Groups should be set up to encourage 
the study of Religious Philosophy; 

4. More attention should be given to draw- 
ing up and publicising statements on 
Christian Pacifist Foreign policy; 

5. For ourselves, we wish to state that 
having been led to pacifism by our faith, 
we are greatly aided in living as paci- 
fists by our religious convictions, and 
that we should strive to live as nearly as 
possible to our ideals. 


EDUCATION 


The Education Commijssion’s report, pre- 
sented by Jone Burgess, record’ the 
following: 

The establishment of an enquiry bureau 
through which pacifists might be advised 
on educational matters; 

The issuing of a circulating letter to 
members; 

The building up of a panel of speakers. 
In answer to a question from Sybil Morri- 

son, Jone Burgess said that the Commis- 
sion had before it the issue raised by the 
decision of Hendon Education Committee 
to provide military instruction for school 
boys. 


SCIENCE 


Stuart Morris said that this was the only 
Cammission which in the course of the first 
Conference drew up proposals—then felt 
that its work was done. It did not intend 
to continue. The secretary of the Com- 
mission fad paid a prolonged visit to Aber- 
deen, and so was not easily available, but 
Stuart Morris and Sydney Billson had been 
in touch with each other in connection with 
the Commission. 

It was felt that there were two lines on 
which the activity of the Commission might 
continue: 

1. By influencing scientists to refuse to 
allow their work to be used for the pur- 
poses of war; ; 

2. By applying the scientific approach 
to all activities seeing, for example, that 
psychology was applied to propaganda for 
peace, and to all peace-making activities, 
2s it certainly was being applied to the 
propaganda for war. 


NON-VIOLENCE 


Harold Rawlings outlined the Non- 
violence Commission’s activities as reported 
in the PPU Journal. 

On the proposal to form a British Peace 
Urst as part of a world peace army, he 
said that he hoped that Peace Units would 
not be confined to London, but would be 
scattered throughout the country, able to 
take local action where necessary. 

The first speaker in the discussion was an 
American visitor, Bob Luikweiler. He spoke: 
of the Congress for Racial Equality=in 
America, named CORE, which had grown 
out of the activities of two FoR Secretaries, 
one white and one negro, who had applied 
Gandhian methods, in public places and 
elsewhere to the breaking down of barriers 
between the races. This technique had been 
carried on even within the prison walls, 
where the COs had waged non-violent war 
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with the prison authorities on behalf of 
negro rights. The speaker felt that these 
experiments should be studied. 

_ Vera Brittain gave an account of a meet- 
ing held in her house at which pacifist and 
non-pacifist organisations met to hear the 
report of delegates to the WPM on the 
peace army project. 

Reginald Reynolds said that peace action 
could not be carried out in a vacuum, but 
only in relation to specific projects. More 
had been accomplished in India, than else- 
where, by non-violent methods, but in every 
case attempts had been directed to some 
definite project. Had the Commission 
borne this in mind ? 

Stuart Morris replying said considerable 
attention had been given to the particular 
projects for which Peace Units might be 
employed. They included Non-violent re- 
Sistance to war; civil disobedience in con- 
nection with the war in Malaya, of which 
we had yet little real knowledge; pick and 
shovel activities at home and abroad (con- 
Struction of playgrounds from bombed 
Sites, etc.); Red Cross and relief work; 
work in connection with discharged 
prisoners and refugees; and lastly social 
work in special areas. 

Hugh Brock wished to move the reference 
back of the report if by that means greater 
attention could be paid to the present war 
in Malaya, of which little had been said in 
the report. It was true that we had little 
real knowledge, but we did know that 
British bombers were dropping bombs on 
the jungle, and he felt that where bombs 
were dropped they invariably hit the wrong 
target. 

_Harold Rawlings replied that he con- 
Sidered the first task was to find out as 
much as possible about what was really 
happening in Malaya. 

Harold Bing then formally requested the 
National Council to give increased attention 
to the war now raging in Malaya 


SUMMING UP 


The report having been adopted, Sybil 
Morrison appealed to the meeting to have 
confidence in itself. .She had listened in 
the morning to a discussion on the Petition 
which the Politics Commission wished to 
introduce. While not herself a great be- 
liever in petitions she had felt that it might 
do good; it could do no harm. To oppose 
the petition on the ground that there was 
no statesman or organisation which alone 
could grant the petition was mistaken. 
There was no politician who alone could 
give women the vote, but they got it. Our 
success depended on ourselves, and she 
found among the general public to whom 
she spoke, more and more sympathy for 
the complete pacifist point of view. It 
might be true that we should proceed one 
step at a time, but let us make sure that 
we took that step, 

Summing up the day’s discussion on the 
reports of the Steps to Peace Commissions, 
Reginald Reynolds said that he had listened 
to the speeches made at this AGM with a 
mixture of alarm and confidence. His 
alarm was due to the fact that history 
seemed to be repeating itself. For the last 
20 years pacifists had discussed the question 
of war, and of petitions for world disarma- 
ment, and had met with little ostensible 
progress. Political actions, and petitions, 
by themselves would get us nowhere, unless 
based on a new consciousness in the Com- 
munity. Millions today wanted peace, but 
were not prepared to pay the price of peace, 
Were we prepared to pay the price? 
Would the new Peace Units be prepared to 
pay the price? Otherwise they would be 
no more than a repetition of a scheme that 
died 20 years ago. 

New methods of approach to the public 
were needed. It often seemed to him that 
pacifists today were in the position of 
David putting on Saul’s armour to fight 
Goliath. ‘We used the same methods as our 
opponents: the method of propaganda and 
of large _Mmeetings. He was not opposed to 
propaganda. Much of his life had been de- 
voted to prepaganda. But he had come 
more and more to the conclusion that the 
really effective weapon was the small 
nabble. By a new way of life we should 
affect the larger community in a way which 
we could not do by propaganda, 

Those pacifists who wished to adopt the 
Gandhian methods, must be prepared to 
undergo training for the work. We sv 
often saw only the spectacular side of 
Gandhi’s life, the years of preparation were 
forgotten. But Gandhi himself looked to 
every detail, and those trained in that 
school were accustomed to apply the 
Gandhian methods ‘to the smallest occasion, 
and for that reason found it the more pos- 
sible to apply the same spirit to the great 
occasions when they arose, 

Gandhi succeeded in his struggle of non- 
co-operation, by building up co-operation 
first. _ Until one can co-operate, non-co- 
operation is impossible. We have tended 
so often to work out a technique for non- 
violence, but non-violence cannot conform 
to a set of rules. Men who live by a for- 
mula may be able to give the answer, but 
men who live by the spirit can give no 
answer until they meet the particular situa- 
tion. Our business is to study the practical 
work of co-operative living with other. 
people, and so to cultivate the spirit that 
the spirit may become so big in us, that 
whatever the question which arises, we shall 
know what tg do. 

With votes of thanks to the Chairman, 
Vera Brittain, and the Deputy Chairman, 
Sybil Morrison, moved by Frank Dawtry; 
the 1950 AGM closed. 

(Editor’s Appeal—page 7) 
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EACE has its horrors too; 

horrors which, left un- 
checked, may succeed in hotting 
up the cold war until we are al! 
in the melting-pot. 


Firstly, unemployment. This has 
increased over the last twelve months, 
according to the International Labour 
Office, in all but four of the countries 
for which statistics are available. The 
exceptions are Ireland, Sweden, Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. In _ the 
United States, the figure rose from 
2.6 million in Jan., 1949 to 4.5 million 
in Jan., 1950; Canada, 144 to 222 
thousand; France, 98.5 to 153.5 thou- 
sand; Belgium, 253. to 309 thousand. 
Britain showed a slight increase from 
350 to 352 thousand totally unem- 
ployed. 


Danger Zone 


NEMPLOYMENT in the 


United States is now near- 
ing the five million mark, or 
8 per cent. of the labour force— 
a figure well above the United 
Nations declared “danger zone” 
of 2.5 per cent. 


The American Socialist weekly, 
The Call, points out that the U.S. 
could thus be 
charged with viola- 
ting Article 55 of 
the UN Charter, 
which binds mem- 
bers to promote full 


says this paper, necessitate “a re- 
orientation toward a more effective 
planning for full employment. The 
alternative is an increased consump- 
tion of arms by the government in 
the next few years, leading to a full- 
fledged military state.” 


Forced Labour 


UT planning, like patriot- 
ism, is not enough. The 
alternative to the military state 
may be the planned police-state. 


The same issue of The Call carries a 
report on slave-labour in the Soviet 
Union, based on material presented 
to the UN Economic and Social Coun- 
cil from the findings of the Workers 
Defence League of America. 

According to this report, the largest 
employer of Jabour in Russia is the 
MVD, or security police, which is res- 
ponsible for one half of total produc- 
tion in some industries, as well as all 
atomic developments. The majority 
of prisoners in forced-labour camps 
are political, and all workers are sub- 
ject to stringent man-power controls. 
All the quoted facts, however, appear 
to be taken from the testimony of one 
Russian refugee, a former official of 
the GOSPLAN planning agency. 

The Workers Defence League is 
gathering data on slavery through- 
out the world, and has already ex- 
posed cases of exploitation of aliens, 
conscientious objectors, negroes and 
Indians in the United States. No 
doubt the Union of South Africa will 
also have its turn. 


Not wanted 


IS horrid peace that con- 

demns citizens to the scrap- 
heap or the ant-hill js hardly 
likely to be disturbed about the 
stateless refugee. 

Yet the problem of the refugees of 
Western Germany, now numbering 
12 million, may tip the scales to war. 
A leaflet issued by the Friends Ser- 
vice Council describes the plight of 
these people, mostly of German des- 
cent, herded out of neighbouring 
territories by the Potsdam Agree- 
ment into the shattered and over- 
crowded Western Zones. 

Not being “displaced persons,” 
these refugees do not qualify for help 

“through the International Refugee 
Organisation. Everybody is aware of 
the tragedy of the DPs, of whom 
there are 600,000. Multiply by twenty 
to get some idea of the enormity of 
this crime against humanity. 


Resettlement 


HE difficulties of alleviating 
their position, says a recent 
Bulletin of the American 
Friends Service Committee, are 
infinitely greater than those en- 
countered in supplying physical 
relief. 
The present problem is “to bring 
a sense of direction and inspiration, a 
pattern for working together.” 


_ To this end, a resettlement scheme 
is being planned in Austria, where 


Horrors of Peace 


PACIFIST 


reclaimable land is said to be avail- 
able for most of the refugees now in 
that country; and many of them are 
skilled farmers. The success of the 
scheme will depend on the financial 
help forthcoming. 


Children to Palestine 


T HE Director of the AFSC, 

Henry H. Perry, is also chairman 
of the Children to Palestine organisa- 
tion, a Christian project started in 
1943 to assist the Youth Aliyah in 
rescuing Jewish children from Europe. 


The fruits of this work are in the 
45,000 children now enjoying a new 
life in Palestine and, as the “ Gospel 
Messenger ” describes it, in the bring- 
ing together of Jew and Christian in 
common service, “to the strengthen- 
ing of a faith in the future which 
some day will overcome hatred, 
cruelty and persecution.” 


War on Violence 


PPERHAPS we can best judge our- 

selves capable of peace by our 
attitude to the 
he be out-of-work, 
criminal. 

We cannot be complacent about the 
“welfare state’ while Bill Sykes re- 
mains agin it; and crime is not notice- 
ably decreasing. The lessening im- 
portance of the in- 
dividual may be re- 
flected in the current 
devaluation of life 
and property. 

We must be rrate- 


individual—whether 
refugee, or 


employment. — ful to the Churches 

A decline in the for their concern in 
demand for con- this matter. A re- 
sumer’s goods and cent leading article 
the shrinkage of in the Church 
European markets, Times strongly con- 


demns flogging, whether of juveniles 
or adults. The present outbreak of 
violence is attributed to “the training 
in violence which a whole generation 
of young men, especially those of the 
commando units, received during the 
war, when violence was a virtue, not 
a crime.” 

Punishment by the lash, says the 
writer, may fit the crime, but it does 
nothing to fit the criminal for re- 
habilitation or deter him from further 
acts of violence. As an alternative, 
indeterminate sentences in special 
prisons are recommended, and for 
juveniles, more youth clubs with a 
definite religious basis. 


Answer to Materialism 


A CHRISTIAN approach to Com- 
© munism is advocated in a letter 
to the Birmingham Post by Esme 
Wynne-Tyson, well-known pacifist 
writer. The idea of Communism, she 
says, will never be exterminated by 
hydrogen bombs, but only by a better 
idea. The answer to the materialism 
of Karl Marx lies in the essential 
unity of mankind, “ expressed simply 
by Jesus as the Fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man.” But 
this involves a way of government by 
“individual Christliness”—a way, 
she says, that has never been con- 
sidered by the majority of people 
who call themselves Christian. 


Going abroad 


N an effort to secure more readers, 

the publishers of “ Humanity,” 
monthly journal of the world-govern- 
ment movement, are arranging a 
Holiday Travel Competition in co- 
operation with the International 
Friendship League. Readers obtain- 
ing one hundred new subscribers, or a 
series of advertisement insertions, are 
awarded travel-vouchers for IFL 
centres in Britain, Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Holland, Italy, Norway, Sweden, 
Spain and Switzerland. Full parti- 
eulars from: Director of Development, 
United World Publications, 341 Bath 
Street, Glasgow, C.2. 


Junk Playgrounds 


FXXPERIMENTS are reported in 

“ London with “ junk playgrounds,” 
on the lines of a Copenhagen workers’ 
co-operative scheme. 


Derelict cars, rubble, wheelbarrows 
and old tools are provided instead of 
the usual equipment, and are claimed 
as a deterrent to juvenile delinquency 
by giving scope for imagination and 
creative instmncts. There should cer- 
tainly be no shortage of “toys” in 
most big cities. 


Ruts why confine this kind of 
therapy to the children? There is 
nothing’ new in “ pick-and-shovel ” 
peacemaking, and, on a civic scale, it 
might even dispel] the hypnotic, and 
time-wasting, fascination of gazing at 
a hole in the road. 


MARGARET TIMS 


GEORGE LANSBURY 


The essence of 


his belief 


YOR the younger readers of PN who 

know little of George Lansbury, Dr. 
A. K. Jameson has reviewed two books, 
from Dick Sheppard House 
Library, which contain the substance of 
this great pacifist’s teaching. The books 
(Rich and 
Cowan, 1940) and “ Why Pacifists Should 


available 


are “This Way to Peace” 


be Socialists” (Fact, No. 7, 1937). 


TPYHESE two short books contain the essence of 
= George Lansbury’s belief; it can be stated 


simply and briefly. 


All the leading politicians in this country and 
elsewhere are unanimous in declaring that war is 
not only horrible but also futile for the determina- 
tion of issues on which the happiness of mankind 
Yet periodically these same politicians 
embark on campaigns of hate against other 
nations so as to create a state of mind in which 
people will undergo every sacrifice in defence of 
is called national interests and national 


depends. 


what 


honour. Why should this be so ? 


It is not dug to any peculiar vice in indivi- 
duals but to the compulsions of a social 
economic system which in the last analysis rests 
on force and relies on force for the determination 


of its internal difficulties. 


Peace is not a set of external events which 
can be brought about by political manoeuvring but 
a state of mind in the individual and the concourse 
How can this 
state of mind come into existence when the basis 
of society is the law of the jungle, fierce competi- 
tion to better oneself at the expense of others less 
And this competition is 
carried over from the internal class war to the 
internationa] field in the fight for markets. 
capitalist system can maintain itself only on the 
basis of profit and it always produces a surplus 
of goods which cannot be sold within the country 
of manufacture because the masses have not the 
Therefore it 
of exploitation, 
is the 
struggle by each nation to secure for itself as 
many of these fields as possible which leads 


of individuals known as the nation. 


able or less fortunate ? 


wealth necessary to absorb it all. 
has to seek foreign fields 


preferably colonial possessions, and it 


ultimately to armed conflict. 


: In order to disguise the fact that this conflict 
is really for the benefit only of the financiers and 
industrialists and for the maintenance of the 


capitalist system, it is decked out in terms 
of national interests and national honour 
and the masses of the people, who are the 
on to suffer, are misled into fratricidal 
strife. 


The only solution, therefore, is to replace 
competition by co-operation in producing 
for use and not for profit. Money, after 
all, is only a medium for facilitating ex- 
change of values and in a co-operative com- 
monwealth it would be recognised as such 
and not turned into a value in itself as 
under the capitalist system. Co-operation 
is the essence of socialism, which is the 
only system under which peace can be es- 
tablished and secured. 


Unless pacifists realise the true causes 
of war they will always find their efforts to 
establish peace baffled. They must face 
facts, and if they do they will find that the 
only solution is socialism. The two books 
are therefore a summons to all pacifists to 
work for the coming of the co-operative 
socialist state. All those, whether they 
have any religion or none, who desire the 
benefit of mankind must work to this end. 
But Christians have a special duty in this 
respect because the co-operative state is the 
only one in which the command “ All things 
whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you. de ye even so to them,” can be 
realised. 


* 


That is the substance of George Lans- 
bury’s teaching. But it is not set out in 


Dynamic Peacemaking, by Roy C. Kepler. 
16pp. and cover. (New York: War Re- 
sisters League, 20cents.) 


AN excellent little pamphlet pleading for 
*~* a dynamic attitude towards peace- 
making. In an American public opinion 
poll, 64 per cent. of those who replied said 
that they knew nothing that they personally 
could do to prevent another war. As the 
author points out, if they had been asked 
if they knew of a way that they could help 
earry on another war most, if not all, would 
have been able to give a ready answer. 


The mistake, he believes, is in regarding 
peace as an end towards which we are 
struggling. It is not that, but a social pro- 
cess; the manner in which we solve our 
vital human problems; and this includes 
those problems which arise from the ad- 
vance of Communism. The choice, which 
must be made now, is between the hydro- 
gen bomb and the totalitarian society or 
this non-violent way, the giving up of 
power and the building of a freer society. 


Why we want Peace, by the Soviet Man-In- 


The-Street. 16pp. (British-Soviet 
Society, 3d.) 
Short articles by nine “ordinary” 


Soviet citizens in which: they declare from 
their various stand-points that another 
war would be disastrous and they long 
most earnestly for peace. As would be ex- 
pected, they repeat current propaganda, 
declaring (as people of any other nation 
would) that their own country is peaceable 
and the danger of war comes from the 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


and 


George Lansbury, who died on May 

7 ten years ago, is seen 007) 

addressing the 1937 Triennw 

Conference of the War ResistéT 

International (of which he 

President) at Copenhage™ 
Denmark. 


His Last Message 
to the PPU 


Too ill to attend the 
Annual General Meeting of as 
Peace Pledge Union, of which he ¥ 
also President. George Lans00 
sent a message which was read M1 
the opening of the meeting ts 
from which the following extr¢ 
are taken: nd 

“Our gospel is as,old, true 4 
solid as the hills. Violence 
force have been tried again a 
again, and have always failed, the 
cause such action is based on be 
foolish belief that evil may |, 
overcome by evil. . . . We ry 
standing foursquare for the Prag 
ciple that all peoples of the Ww 
are equal in the sight of God. --~ 


The 


the dry terms of an economic treatiee 
His style is simpjJe and eloquent with 
the eloquence of one who calls out from the 
depths of his heart to all that is best 17 his 
heart of the average man. He is firm als 
facts: but from these as a basis he apP*" ¢ 
to the emotions to realise the iniquity nd 
the present system, to sweep it away: the 
to replace it by something nearer 10 oP 
ideal. His appeal is always to the & 
tially simple moral principles. 
respect he is very similar to Max Plo ries 
whose book was summarised in this 5* 
last October, 


* 


real® 
George Lansbury spent most of the yer 
1935 to 1987 in visiting the rulers of &Y 4g 
country in Europe—including Russia id 
the USA to find out whether they 
agree to attend a conference to set nef 
standing differences and problems by ne of 
tiation instead of by war. - Every® 
them agreed, but when he applied on 
Prime Minister of this country to SU code 
the conference Neville Chamberlain T 16 @ 
Can no one be found now to undert ? 
similar task with better hope of sur uc 
The simple appeal to the man often. 
ceeds when political manoeuvering fa 


; 9 yalue 
aggressive policy of its enemies. iS tbe 
is as evidence that people are ™ 

same everywhere. 


clot 
Marie Louise Berneri. A Tribute, yori! 


bound. 52pp. illus. (M.L.B. 

Committee, 5s.) nave 

Many readers, especially those, #1 nove 
had some contact with the anarch, | jerl 


e be a3" 


ment will remember Marie Louls ally 


who died so suddenly and tragi¢ 
year at the age of 31. - 


She experienced a great deal 
lifetime. Her father, Camillo 
only 40 when in 1937 he was a “ 
by political gunmen during the nen 
Barcelona. Marie Louise was 
in Paris, but soon afterwards came, 
don where she spent the rest herd Pe 
demonstrating that she had the Freed 
faith and brilliant ability. War 
Press, and their publications, (1) of th 
mentary and Freedom owed much ig 

] to ner, 
death. 


The Memorial Commit ce 
friends and comrades very wisely ing be 
that the best way of perPe ich sing 
memory and influence was loa of othe 
of her work and some of the W 
who had inspired her. _ . 

The present brochure 1S 4.7; onds, § 
posed of contributions tire a pers 
letters and photog cs t 8 
memento. <A novel sf Journey j thet 
Utopia” is promis 


next, 
volume of coilected writings: 


I, 
Sdsworth: 
“Is in me 
ftion.” 
V . 


r neial rep 
+" Instead 
TOE quoted 
hin idea: 
' should 
though 


Metefore pri 


pmeone v 
ie certa 
letY prod 
med to 
Porth of 


Por that v 
Meeded tl 


thoy« 
Ugh a; 


One of 


- 


Mpression of culture to people who 
{it know he got them from 
M8sel’s Classified Quotations, which 
‘Journalist should be without. 


ge had chosen two. One was from 
Tdsworth: “The thought of our past 


'S in me doth breed perpetual bene- 
‘tion 


4 ” 


Now it was clear that when Wordsworth 

Me that he had not read the past year’s 

octal report of Peace News Ltd. If he 

Instead of quoting himself he would 

© quoted Shakespeare, who had a much 

My idea: ‘“* What’s gone, and what’s past 
Should be past grief.” 


ae thought that was the right spirit, and 
Tefore proposed to ignore the report. 


*% 


Meone wrote to him recently complain- 
*0f certain errors and other signs of 
Y production in the paper which 
kemed to be spoiling the ship for a 
Porth of tar.” 


lity” had replied saying he agreed it was a 
gif? Spoil a ship for a ha’porth of tar, 
YWould the writer therefore send him the 
€nny at his earliest convenience. 


°F that was the position of Peace News. 
meeeded those half-pennies. With their 
tinh resources they couldn’t keep their 

? ‘Page paper going. 

*Was true Hugh Brock was now doing 
Pa ork of two men. But there was a kind 
By 7se which didn’t let you know when it 
a, tired but went galloping on until it 
Mek nly dropped dead without warning. 
,* Turpin’s horse was a case in point. 
y thvhenever he heard a bump on the floor 
ny € room above where Hugh worked, he 

“| himself instinctively thinking of 


- So 
Vk 
| 


ess, 


his wasn’t a hard Juck story. They 
Wye Byerournly enjoying themselves. 
% is had been one of the hardest- 
d years of his life it had certainly 
\, he of the happiest, mainly because of 
.ompany he kept. 


Rere was a spirit of unselfish devotion 
2 happy enthusiasm among the PN statf 
4. 2S he had never met before. He 
known it was possible to get so 
hon; Inspiration from the example of 
a generation younger than oncself; 
i he ever left the editurship of Peace 
178 for that of the ‘vimes or Telegraph 
ihie ld only be because his docivr had 
Ted a rest cure. 
at In spite of reports to the contrary 
%, ‘tall of PN were not entirely spiritual 
hu They still had bodies. And to 
Mg them to prolong their sojourn here 
lye’ they needed two more people on the 
Yj, t «sub-editor and a circulation 
yet 
atteased circulation would of course in- 
th the income, but they could not wait 
m Jat. They wanted to concentrate first 
Mh etting the money, so that, on the 
Fer foundation of an adequate staff 


THE EDITOR’S APPEAL 


/RERNARD BOOTHROYD, introducing the Report on Peace News Ltd. 
tat the Peace Pledge Union’s AGM, said he always preferred, when 
Mking an oration, to include quotations from the poets. 


It gave an 


and a better paper they could go ahead con- 
fidently building up circulation. 


They could earry on with the larger 
paper for six months. After that, to pay 
for the extra salaries and the increased 
cost of the larger paper they would want 
an additional income of £1,800 a year. 


Was that possible? He was convinced 
that it was. 
ES 


“Those of you who have ever been 


drowned,” he said, “ will recall that at al 
certain stage in the proceedings your whole | 


life passed before you.” 


He had that experience recently. Over- 
whelmed by the problem of getting enough 
money to carry on, he felt himself going 
down for the third time, when suddenly he 
remembered a period in his childhood which 
shot him to the surface like a depth-charge. 


His mother had devoted her life to a mis- 
sion of her own, the purpose of which was 
to find homes for neglected or unwanted 
babies. The way she raised money for this 
was simple but, he believed, infallible and 
fool-proof. 


Regularly throughout the years’ she 
devoted certain afternoons a week to call- 


ing round on the respectable middle-class | 


ladies in the district, telling them about 
her project, and asking from them a penny 
2 week, or some amount so small that they 
couldn’t refuse. 


In this way she collected some hundreds | 


a year from people who, had she asked a 
lot, might have done nothing. It was a 
kind of amiable blackmail. And it was the 
way they could raise the money for Peace 
News. 

Co 


What he wanted to say to each of them, 
therefore, was this: 

“Do you know ten people in your town 
or village who would give twopence a 
week for your paper—not necessarily be- 
cause they are pacifists, or even read it, 
but because they know you and like you, 
and regard your pacifism as an amiable 
weakness, and because the sum you ask 


is so small that it is easier to give than | 


to refuse? 
our paper. 


If you do, we can go on with 
If vou don't, we can't.” 

By way of encouragement, let them con- 
template the following figures: 

4100 people each collecting 2d. a week 
from 10 people would produce £1,800 a year. 

The method of collection, by boxes or 
other means, could be discussed. Al] he 
wanted to be assured of now was that out 
of the thousands of PN readers there were 
at least 400 who would undertake that 
simple task. 
WLEASE write today for particulars of 

the scheme and as many boxes and/or 

cards as you can put to good use, to The 
Treasurer, Peace News Forward Fund, 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. There 
will be a brief delay but we hope to have 
everyone supplied within two or three 
weeks. 


| immediately 


Pacifist Portraits 


QUIETLY determined woman 
of middle height, whose distin- 
guishing feature is a great shock of 
brown hair beginning to be flecked 
with grey—this is the first impres- 
sion you get of Kathleen Lonsdale. 


She is as much at home when making 
and mending and baking for her husband 
and family of three as she is carrying on 
her work as Professor in charge of the 
Chemical Crystallography Department at 
University College, London. 


She is as much at ease as perhaps the 
only woman present at some gatherings of 
a learned society as she is in addressing 
some local women’s group on the need for 
something better than prison, treatment for 
neglectful mothers, a subject particularly 
near her heart. And she presides as effi- 
ciently as secretary of the London Branch 
of the Atomic Scientists Association (of 


, the central committee of which she is also 


a member) as she has acted as Clerk, or 
chairman-secretary, of the Quaker Meeting 
at Uxbridge or as she has served on the 
Friends Conscription Committee. 


In short, she is always herself, com- 
pletely umself-conscious, quietly  level- 
headed, modest, approachable, with  suffi- 
cient sense of humour to give her balance 
and with one of the finest brains in the 
Kingdom. 


Born in Ireland in 1908, the youngest 
of the ten children of Harry Frederick and 


| Jessie Yardley, she was educated at Downs- 
| hall Elementary School, Seven Kings, and 


at Ilford County High School. Thence she 
went to Bedford College, London Univer- 
sity, taking her B.Sc. in 1922, her M.Sc in 
1924. In 1929 she took her D.Se. just 
before her eldest daughter was born. Two 
years earlier she had married Thomas J. 
Lonsdale, M.Se. Ph. D. F. Inst. P. 


A convinced pacifist, Kathleen Lonsdale 
ranged herself with those 
opposing military conscription when it was 
introduced in 1939, both because of the 
wrong the system does to youth and because 
it is part of the organisation for war. 


Her downright. pacifism led her to refuse 
to register for fire-watching duties when 
these became a legal obligation during the 
war, although she was already carrying 
out such duties voluntarily. The result 
was that, as she would not pay a fine levied 
on her, she spent a month in Holloway 
Prison. This experience has enabled her to 
speak with authority on the question of 
penal reform, and has also eminently 
qualified her for her membership of the 
Board of Visitors at Aylesbury Women’s 
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Prof. KATHLEEN LONSDALE, F.R.S. 


Prison, a recent welcome and imaginative 
appointment by the Home Secretary. 


The Fellows of the Royal Society did not 
allow any war-time anti-pacifist views they 
might have to prejudice her election to their 
august body, and in 1945 Kathleen Lons- 
dale shared with another woman the 
honour of being the first two of their sex 
to have earned the right by their scientific 
achievements to put the coveted letters 
“FRS ” after their name. 


As X-ray ecrystallographer and physicist 
in departments of science much too ab- 
struse to convey any meaning to the or- 
dinary layman. Kathleen Lonsdale is one 
of the few pacifists who fully understands 
the nature and the significance of recent 
discoveries in the atomic field. 


In 1947 she wrote a valuable Peace News 
pamphlet Facts About Atomic Energy. 
Besides many scientific papers she has 
written a useful pamphlet for young people 
Christianity in an Atomie Age. She is tire 
less in the encouragement of her fellow 
scientists to direct their atomic researches 
to the cause of peace and construction and 
not to war and destruction. 


GEORGE LANSBURY'S 
WORK GOES ON 


Inside the Labour Movement the 

LABOUR PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 

is continuing to work for pacifism 
and international socialism. 


For information write to:— 
Sec.: R. W. Huzzard, 64 Parliament 
Hill, London, N.W.3. 


Hon. 
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FURNISHED FLATLET, 


I not self-con- 
tained. Large double divan roam. Kitchen- 
bathroom (shared during school holidays). 


INTRODUCTIONS. 


N } § Pen friends, 
panionship or marriage. 


com- 
V.C.C., 34 Honey= 


lla, St. Andrews Road, London, E.13. 
GOOD FINISHER required. Willing to 

assist on bench. Good pay and conditions. 
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SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 
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Stormont Rd. (off North Side and Lavender 
Hill); First meeting of new group; PPU. 
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Inn Fields: Open-air Meeting; Sybil Mor- 
PPU. 
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COMPANION. 
Few nights hostels? 


ENGAGEMENT 
MRS. E. A. LEWIS announces the en- 
gagement of her daughter Paula to Derek 
Fane of Chelmsford (Both PPU member 
and IVSP workers). 


like 
Be- 


8—PEACE NEWS, May 5, 1950 


“BATTLE OF BERLIN” 


(Continued from page one) 


the East may forbid such escapades; but 
they will happen. 


The situation, though not dangerous, is 
still ugly. The Eastern people have 
harmed the very idea of peace, as_ their 
peace demonstration has created mistrust, 
even hatred. But the nervousness of the 
West, and their zeal to denounce everything 
the East does as a sign of bad will, is no 
better. 


How fear may bring war 


Recently I met two old pacifists, one from 
the East and the other of the West, within 
one week. The one, of the West, said: “I 
have been a pacifist for many years, but 
now, in view of the manifest bad intentions 
of the Russians, I must confess I believe 
the West should prepare for military action. 
It is our only means of protection. 


Shortly afterwards a well-known pacifist 
said to me: “I have been a member of the 
WRI for 20 years. But considering the 
open preparations for an aggressive war 
on the part of USA and England, I confess 
I’m beginning to think it’s only the exis- 
tence of the Red Army that protects us 
from American aggression.” 


Both were sincere, and both were wrong. 
But the two together give a good idea of 
the situation on the world today, and show 
how true the word is that the origin of the 
next war, shold it come, will be fear of 


ar. 

I therefore come to the following con- 
clusions: 

There will be no attempt by the East to 
“conquer” Berlin. There may not even 
be any attempt at a massed FDJ march 
through West Berlin. A few FDJ groups 
or single boys and girls will probably try 


LIFELINE 


The Independent Quarterly 


* Approaches the problems of 
peace on a broad front. 


* Stresses the points of agree- 
ment between  peace-lovers 
rather than their differences. 


* Believes in achieving peace 
without the sacrifice of law, 
freedom and individual liberty. 


Lifeline is published in January, 
April, July and October from: 


Grays Inn Chambers, 
High Holborn, 
(HOLborn 0314) 


3s. 6d. (postage 3d.) Annually 15s. 


Send for a free specimen copy 


of 


into other forms of energy. 


metabolism in active form. 


PRODUCTS, Fairlight, Sussex. 


With the above considerations in mind, research into the contents 
of organic matter which Nature has preserved in a more or less integral 
state, discloses the astonishing fact that peat-like deposits, if under the 
age of two million years, still contain original substances of life- 


In the course of investigations into the life forces and processes 
embalmed in forest soil, notable discoveries have been made as to the 
application of Forest Humus as manure in the farm and garden. 
pounds of certain vital elements of peat-like forest soil deposits are 
described, and their uses as self-sufficient. manures or for enrichment 
and activation of ordinary farm and garden compost explained in a 
treatise LIFE FROM THE FOREST published by ACTIVERTILE FOREST 


Send 23d. stamp and mention Peace News 


to get into West Berlin with the idea of 


boasting later of their courage. 
From the West, there will 


the artificially created nervousness of the 
Press and such diplomats as Mr. McCloy. 
There may even be fatal casualties. 

The next day the East will tell us how 
the West is opposing with violent means 
the peaceful intentions of their good and 
sincere boys and girls. 


The West will inform us that the con- 


quest of Berlin has been prevented only by 
the military preparedness of the West and 
that now everybody should see why more 
money must be spent on armaments. 


Opportunities for non-violence 


In this situation there might be a chance 
fox non-violent action by the East, not by 
the West. 

Gandhi deliberately used the prison as a 
means for political demonstration. When 
he wanted to bring down the salt-law of 
the British Government, he went to the 
shore to get salt, thus violating the law, 
and 70,000 followed him. Some 20,000 
were arrested, but then hundreds 


be violent | 
reaction against such attempts, caused by | 


of. 


thousands set off to the shore to get salt. | 


One couldn’t arrest that number; the prison 
system would have gone to pieces. So the 
salt-law had to be abolished. 

If the people in the East knew a bit about 
Gandhian tactics they would come over to 
West Berlin not in masses, but one by one, 
a leaflet in their hands showing they came 
in a non-violent way to demonstrate for 
peace. The police would arrest some, per- 
haps even beat a few. But they could not 
arrest 500,000 boys and girls. 

Such- an action would show once more 
that in non-violent struggle women are as 
valuable and effective as men. If the police 
were obliged to arrest many girls who came 
with a leaflet for peace and were non- 
violent, it would probably upset their 
morale. Public opinion would turn in 
favour of the girls, even more than for 
boys. 

But we in the West are in the wrong 
moral position. It js not the Eastern police 
who are arresting people from the West. 
It is the Western police who already have 
started arresting people from the East 
who, at least hitherto, have done no harm 
to anybody. 

They are in jail in a preventive way, be- 
cause people are afraid others of them may 
do harm some day. [ consider this pro- 


cedure neitker wise nor fair, nor even legal. | 


POSIN’S LECTURE 
FILMED 


T AST year Dr. Daniel Q. Posin of North 
44 Dakota State College toured this 
country and several others, trying to ex- 
plain in simple, non-teehnical language, the 
tacts about atomic energy and pleading 
that great new powers we had discovered 
poy to use should be turned to peaceful 
ends. 

A film has been made of him delivering 
an abbreviated version of the lecture and 
may be hired in 35mm. (1,820 ft.) or 16mm. 
sizes for non-theatrical performances at 
one guinea a day. 

Films for Humanity, of Parliament Man- 
sions, Abbey Orchard Street, London, SW1, 
the company responsible for its production, 
Is a new concern which, under the manage- 
ment of Andrew Buchanan, and supported 
by a number of pacifist and world-govern- 
ment organisations, aims to produce, de- 
velop and acquire films which shall con- 
tribute towards the welfare of humanity 
and to world peace. 


Life from the Forest 
conserved in deep forest humus 
re-activates garden soil 


Primal energies buried by Nature in the forest for hundreds of 
millions of years are found in coal in the form of heat and light. 
fuel energy preserved in coal was created and converted by Forest Life. 
But in coal the metabolism of matter has gone beyond the stage when 
it can be used as the activator of new life processes in the plant or in 
the human body : we do not use coal dust as manure nor eat it as food. 
The energy once contained in the form of tree and plant life, blessed 
by sun and wind and rain, has, in the course of ages, converted itself 


The 


Com- 


Up and Doing 
TOO BUSY? 
returned much encouraged from 


VE 
W the PPU’s Annual Meeting. 
The bigger Peace News had_been en- 
thusiastically welcomed, and 860 copies 
were bought for special distribution. 
Thank you PPU !—and all who helped 
to circulate 1,500 extra PN last week. 

If a hundred or so readers can achieve 
so much in one week, how much more 
shall we do for peace when all! 9,000 
are on the job! 

But we are too busy, you say ? 

Let me tell you about D.F., a busy 
West London builder. He has 
. Extra copies displayed 

newsagent. 

. Taken 50 PN advertising cards, one 
for every newsagent in his district. 


at his 


3. Sent 500 Introductory Leaflets to 
interested people. 

4, Inserted an advertisement for six 
weeks in the county paper—and 


assures us he is only salving his 
conscience for previous inactivity ! 
There are ways of helping peace 
News which anyone, no matter how 
busy, could tackle in a few minutes 
every week. Write for our free 
brochure outlining many of them, take 
a dozen extra copies each week, pub- 
licity material supplied free, and help 
make your corner of the world peace, 

and Peace News, conscious. 
H.FLM. 


week, 10,500 copies 


Michael Scott 
in Manchester 


PPHE issue of racial discrimination would 

be as vital to the future of our civilisa- 
tion as the old question of slavery had been, 
declared Rev, Michael Scott, speaking at 
the Cavendish Congregational Church, 
Manchester, on Apri! 29. He hoped Man- 
chester would play a great a part in this 
struggle for freedom as she had done in the 
past. 

Racial discrimination was not primarily 
a political question, he said. It was a 
fundamental question of belief about the 
nature of God and man. It was necessary 
both to pray and to act; prayer without 
action was as meaningless as action with- 
out prayer, and this cleavage of spirit and 
matter was thieatening our whole civilisa- 
tion. 


Malan ignored Church protest 


Circulation last 


Of conditions in the Union of South 
Africa, Michael Scott said that the protests 
of the Churches against the policy of 
apartheid had been ignored by Dr. Malan— 
himself a Doctor of Divinity—who refused 
to see a deputation as he disagreed with 
their interpretation of the scriptures and 
their political opinions. 

Whilst many devoted Christians were 
serving the coloured peoples 
political ways, through education and 
mediane, their work was now being frus- 
trated by the law. The law in South 
Africa was no longer an instrument of 
justice, but one of oppression. 


The special issue concerning the Hereros 
of South-West Africa, 
Michael Scott had himself worked, was only 


one aspect of the future of the whole, 


African people, and it was regrettable that 
Great Britain had tended 
with the Union’s policy. 


Annexation instead of trusteeship 


The principle of trusteeship adopted by 
the United Nations on oenalf of the 
Hereros had been ignored and their terri- 
tories virtually annexed by the South 
African Government. Now 45U per cent. of 
tha land was occupied by the white popyla- 
tion, including Germans, although German 
aggressions had previously driven out the 
native tribes and reduced their numbers 
trom eighty to fifteen thousand. 


Traditionally, said Michael Scott, Britain 
had supported the paramountcy of native 
interests; in South Africa now, the indi- 
genous population of 90 per cent. received 
or,y 10 per cent. of the total budget. Our 
wnole future in Africa was at stake. There 
were many rich territories waiting to be 
developed; otherwise they might be lost. 


A military expedition from the Union 
had been reported in Bechuanaland in 
1948; it was not only the marriage issue 
that was involved in the Seretse Khama 
controversy. 


Michael Scott addressed three meetings 
in Manchester last week, arranged by the 
Student Christian Movement and the Inter- 
national Society of the College of Tech- 
nology. He also conducted the Evening 
Service at the Cathedral on April 30. 


ARMY DAY 


TPHE official programme for the Army Day 

Parade in London on Sunday May 7 
had not been issued up to last Wednesday 
morning. 

Those willing to distribute leaflets if the 
parade takes place are asked to meet at 
Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
W.C.1., one hour before the advertised time 
of the start of the parade. 


* 


on whose behalf, 


to ally herself | 


Sybil Morrison’s 


CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


\ 


Man is not the creature of circumstance: | 
Circumstances are the creatures of meh 


—Vivian Grey, Benjamin Disraell 


AST week, following upon 4 

open-air meeting at Lincollls 
Inn Fields, two Jewish boys, aged 
sixteen and fifteen, detained me t0 
express their sympathy for the pact 
fist point of view. 


Always in their holidays, they told ™ 
they come to listen to the pacifist speak 
on Thursdays, and when they are % 
enough it is their intention to take P 
pledge and become members of the PPU: | 

There was, however, one question that 
troubled them, and which they wanted ® 
ask me; it was this: what would have ! 
pened to the Jews in Germany if Bri 
had not gone to war with Hitler? 1% 
not know what the history books say, but ‘ 
seemed right for me to remind them of wil 
did, in fact, happen to the Jews WE 
Great Britain went to war with Germal” 


They might have been saved 


The persecution of the Jews by Hitlet 
commenced soon atter he became Chancell? 
in 193%, but it should never be rorgo™ 
that when he decreed that the Jews in U® | 
many snould be exited, and they were bei 
driven from their country, the Britt 
pal ale ta refused them admission to 
island. 


The only means by which Jews, 
from Hitier, could come to Great Brie 
was by the willingness of private indi 
duals to sign a binding guarantee tor UF 
support and upkeep, and in the casé In 
chudren, for their education as well. he 
spite of a great wave of sympathy for Te 
Jews’ terrible plight, there were, natural 
only a few who could possibly under# 
such grave reponsibilities. 


Before war was declared the Jews wert 
allowed to leave Germany and were at l® it 
permitted to live, cruel and evil thous! ¢ 
was to drive them from their homes 
their homeland; when the war 
were massacred in their millions. 


fact, was worse for the Jews, than no L 


It would be ridiculous, howeve™ 
attempt to over-simplify the difficultle> io 
to pretend that pacifists have a blue? 
tor dealing with such situation as res¥ Aa 
trom the rise to power of Hitler: vj¢ 
attempt to save Germany from the econ’ 
and spiritual deterioration resulting pe 
the first world war might have save¥ jy 
Jews, but the second world war cera } 
did not save them. 


_Appeal to the people- 


in non- , 


During the AGM last week-end, I noticed 
in some members a kind of determined cel 
simism; a grim and almost virtuous “or 
tainty that anything that pacifists | e if 
say, is of no use, simply because of #8 ich 
evitable tangle of circumstances 11 | ight 
politicians and ordinary people are 7 
and held. This despairing attitude ! and 
flected in all the escapist efforts of Me? ad 
women everywhere and is very undest_ oll 
able, but pacifists must be realists as 

as idealists. 


the 
When women were struggling fOr oft 
vote; when the six men of Tolpudalé 
fighting for the simple human rigP piv: 
working men; when Wilberforce wie’ we 
ing for the abolition of slavery, ther, @ 
no Government department with pow aint) 
settle such questions; there was.no oe Mink 
of attention from Parliament, Cabine’,, the 
sters or the Church; the appeal wieorts of 
people; success was due to the & by of 
the people; the victories were wom 


dinary men and women. 


It is a v r hi \ erhap3 
t is ery small thing. Peecome 


increase of pacifism, and pa tr: 
refuse to bow and bend to the abst®” 
tation of events; we must mould © 
our ends; those ends which are not 
peace; not death but life. 


PPU SUMMER camPalé | 
To make London “peace conscio¥ 


PLANS to make London boro¥ 
conscious ” will be carrie ¥ 
further on Sunday, May 7 zPU 
executive of the London Are3 
at Dick Sheppard House, © , 
Street, W.C.1, to crystallise a 
Peace. pouaien in the re 
organised regions. ; rhe BY 
As a prelude to the campalems, Evie ow 
Claud Coltman will expos? voting of 


ae ” eneral m 
Conscription ” to ¢ same 


day, 
doners at 3.30 p.m. on the ‘ary ; 
(See Noies for Your PUT — 


d.. 
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